
Allah is not “she” An Open letter to Rashida Tlaib U.S. Congresswoman  
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From: Rasheed Barbee Imam of Masjid Tawheed wa Sunnah 

To: Mr. Rashida Tlaib Congresswoman from Michigan's 13th district 

Peace be upon those who accept guidance. You were quoted in the New York Times: 

“Today I was being thankful, embracing how incredibly blessed I am to grow up here, 

to have this tremendous opportunity. Sometimes I say, “Thank her,” because my Allah 

is She.” (New York Times August 14, 2018) 

Allah is not a human being; man or woman: 

Allah is not a man, a woman, a spirit, or an angel. Allah is the Creator of all that exists 

and there is nothing comparable, equal or similar to Him.  

Allah says about Himself in the Quran: “There is nothing similar to Him, and He is the All-

Hearer, the All-Seer”1.  

Allah is not a man thus referring to Allah as “Him” does not advocate the masculinist 

agenda. Allah is not a woman thus referring to Allah as “She” can never justify the 

feminist agenda. We refer to Allah as “Him” because this is how He refers to Himself. 

How does Allah refer to Himself in the Quran?  

Allah refers to Himself in the Quran using the masculine pronoun “He”.  

Allah says: “Say (O Muhammad): "He is Allah, the One. Allah is the Self-Sufficient Master. 

He begets not, nor was He begotten. And there is none co-equal or comparable unto Him2.” 

Allah only refers to Himself in the Quran using masculine pronouns. And these verses 

are too numerous to mention. In contrast, there is not a single verse in the Quran where 

Allah refers to Himself using feminine pronouns, nor is there even one tradition from 

Prophet Muhammad peace be upon him where he refers to Allah using any feminine 

pronoun.  

 

                                                             
1 Chapter Ash-Shūraá 42:11 
2 Chapter Al-'Ikhlāş 112:1-3 



Do you respect the LGBT community more than you respect Allah? 

If a trans woman who was assigned male at birth, refers to themselves as “she” would 

you—an avid supporter of the LGBT community—refer to them as “he”, or would you 

refer to them using the pronoun they selected for themselves?  The answer is obvious.  

On social media you refer to yourself using feminine nouns ‘congresswoman’, and 

‘mama’. Will you accept fellow politicians addressing you as ‘congressman’? Will you 

accept your children calling you ‘papa’?  

The pagans refer to Allah and the angels using female names  

Allah says: “They invoke nothing but female deities besides Him (Allah), and they invoke 

nothing but satan, a persistent rebel”3! 

Allah says: “Verily, those who believe not in the Hereafter, name the angels with female 

names.4” 

Hypocrisy of the feminist agenda 

Islam honors women greatly while recognizing the differences between men and 

women. Allah the Exalted said: “And they (women) have rights similar (to those of their 

husbands) over them to what is reasonable, but men have degrees of responsibility over them. 

And Allah is All-Mighty, All-Wise.5” 

The scholar Muhammad al Buhaynee (Died 1972) debated with a man who claimed 

men and women are completely equal in every aspect. The man stated his case while 

Shaykh Muhammad listened silently. Then Shaykh Muhammad said: أتكلم حتى اسكتي  

“Be quiet— ma'am—so I may speak”. The man became furious and said: “Are you 

addressing me using a feminine pronoun?” Shaykh Muhammad responded: “If you 

cannot accept making the pronouns equal then how can you accept making everything 

else equal?  

I respectfully ask of you Ms. Congresswoman; if you were misquoted in the New York 

Times, send your corrections. If you were trying to appease your constituents, prioritize 

pleasing your Creator.  

 

                                                             
3 Chapter An-Nisā' 4:117 
4 Chapter An-Najm 53:27 
5 Chapter Al-Baqarah 2:228 


